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Although the KAM Synagogue was planned to be constructed entirely of ashlar 
masonry, lack of funds necessitated bhe use of less expensive materials; 
Joliet stone, brick and pressed sheet metal. 

The north and we st walls of rusticated Joliet stone, rise three stories 
from an ashlar base to a slight cornice. The south and east walls are 
brick. 



Above this cornice rises a clerestory covered by a steeply pitched roof. 
The highly decorative walls of the clerestory are sheet metal. 



Inside on the ground floor there are school and social rooms and offices. 
Except for a ramp replacing a stairway and the moving of a wall, the inter! 
on this floor seems original. 



pr 



On the second floor with the auditorium and its appendages of stair hall 
and foyer treatment is also original except for minor alterations. In 
the eastern end, a choir stand now covers the pulpit and the semi-dome 
has been opened for a baptistry. 

In other respects, the temple ^stands as re-designed by Adler and Sullivan. 
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The KAM Synagogue is significant because it is one of the few remaining 
structures, rapidly diminishing in number, by the world-renowned firm of 
pioneer modern architects, Dankmar Adler and Louis Sullivan. It is signi- 
ficant as the last work by the firm in their transitional style which 
leads in the autumn of the same year, 1890, to their mature style (Getty 
Tomb and Wainwright Building) which marks the beginning 01 modern architec- 
ture in America. This building is also notable both for the accoustical 
properties and for the decoration of its auditorium. Dankmar Adler, who 
achieved considerable fame as an accoustical engineer and made great 
advances in the development of accoustics, gave the KAM synagogue auditor- 
ium outstanding accoustics. The ornament, by Louis Sullivan, marks the 
beginning of the architect's mature style (also in evidence in the contem- 
poraneous Banquet Hall of the Auditorium) that is the beginning of a modern 
system of ornament. The ornament remains in its original condition. 
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Architecturally, the KAM temple is a landmark in the history of ecclesiastic 
cal building. Carl Oondit, historian of Chicago architecture, states: 

The one area that resisted the architectural revolution of the 
Chicago School well into the twentieth century was ecclesiastical building. 
Adler and Sullivan had broken the ground with the Anshe Ma’&riv Synagogue 
building (1890-91) * — The Chicago School of Architecture , p* 208 

Kelaith Anshe Ma’ariv (Congregation of the Men of the West), formed on 
November 3, l8k7, is the oldest Jewish congregation in the entire North- 
west. Abraham Kohn, Dankmar Adler’s fat \er*- in-law, was instrumental in 
its founding, Adler’s father, Liebman Adler, was rabbi of the congregation 
from 1861 to 1882 (except for the years I872-I876), and Dankmar Adler was 
himself a member of the congregation. This building (dedicated on 
June 11, 1891), at 3301 South Indiana Avenue, was the fourth structure 
occupied by the congregation. Its congregation numbered 200 members. 



The KAM Synagogue building stands as a now rare ecclesiastical example 
of the work of the firm of Adler and Sullivan, as a catalyst for future 
change in ecclesiastical architecture and in the development of Sullivan’s 
style. In its auditorium, notable accomplishments in both the accoustical 
engineering and the design of the ornament appear* And, it is a significant 
monument in Jewish history. 







IHIillilM 



i 



Condit , Carl. The Chicago School of Architecture , Chicago: The University of] 

Chicago Press, 1966. . 

Meites, Hyman L, , ed. History of the Jews in Chicago , Chicago. Jewish His- 
torical Society of Illinois, 1924. 

Morrison, Hugh, Louis Sullivan: Prophet of Modern Architecture . New York: 
W.W. Norton and Comoany, Inc., Publishers, 19&2 
Rudd, J. William, compiler. Historic American Buildings Survey Chicago and 
Nearby Illinois Areas . Park Forest, Illinois: The Prairie School Press, 

1966. ^ J _. 

Sprague, Paul. "Louis Sullivan's Architectural Ornament”, Fh.D dissertation, 



•JO 


: GEOGf 


■.■fit :- |r 

1 . 

I 

rr 

M 

>, 

> 

r.' .■ ■ 


mm'ih*' * * * 4'x.^L — .J. 




latitude and longitude coordinates 




DEFIN 


INC A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 




CORNER 


latitude 


LONGITUDE 






Degrees Minutes Seconds 


Degrees Minutes Seconds 




NW 


O 1 n 


O r » 




NE 


0 ■ *f 


0 * » 




5E 


O t M 


0 t * 







* * 


0 1 









0 

R 



latitude and LowfiiruD^ coordinates 
DEFINING THu C_fc.NT.iR PO IN I OF A PROPERTY 
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 



L ATI TUDE 



LONG! TUDE 



Degrees Mi nutes Seconds 

41 0 50 ■ 04 * 



Degrees Minutes Seconds 

87 ° 37 ’ 20 " 



APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 



77 



|1_ I ST all states and counties for proper 



TIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 



STATE: 



STATE: 



STATE: 



STATE: 



.JN.I.IW -.-.;. 1 -.;.! \ ■ ' .M.!.', 



xiioiL-.-.x-: 



CODE 



CODE 



CODE 



CODE 



COUNTY 



COUNTY: 



COU N TY r 



COUNTY: 



CODE 



CODE 



Princeton 

1969 



CODE 



CODE 



1 _ ■> r j . 1 ■ 1 . 1 1 . v. ■ L 1 '■?■ ! 'y ! _ = _ ; . - ^ ■ 'V -V_; ![!.-! i.zo; _j. : ; L ' : ■ ■ : ; .-I:. ■ viviv :j:j 



NAME AND TITLE: 

Susan Sorell Research Assistant 



ORGANl zation 

Illinois Historic Sites Survey 



DATE 

August 23. 1972 



STREET AND NUMBER: 

180C South Prairie Avenue 



CITY OR TOWN: 

Chicago 






1 T.rr 



As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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in the National Register and certify that it has been 
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During the course of the Survey we often find it necessary to search for a 
particular site. When filling out the Survey form, please list according to the 
following example, published references to the site for which forms are being 
completed. If a bibliography can be compiled, it will greatly deduct from the Survey's 
task. 
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